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Executive Summary 
Recommended Overhaul of Historic Building Preservation Law  

 
In 2003, the Town Board adopted a Historic Building Preservation Law, to protect historic 
structures located outside the Bedford Village and Katonah Historic Districts. The Board 
appointed a Historic Building Preservation Commission (HBPC) to issue permits under the new 
law. In response to guidance from the Town Board and extensive feedback from property owners 
following three public information sessions last year, the HBPC is now recommending an 
overhaul of the law, significantly reducing the HBPC’s authority and the number of properties 
subject to its review. The recommendations are the result of a professionally prepared Historic 
Building Survey by TKS Historic Resources and the HBPC’s extensive research into preservation 
law and procedures, including consultation with the NY State Historic Preservation Office to 
assure alignment with best practices (National Register criteria, U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s 
standards, NY State model code). Highlights of the work product are: 

 An extensive reduction in HBPC authority and in the number of properties regulated:  
o a clarification and increase in the number of “as of right” activities; 
o development of a Tiered property classification system to allow for administrative 

permit (no HBPC review) for the majority of properties; and 
o a certification process by the property owner’s professional to reduce time and 

expense.   
 Recommendations for permit fee reduction, tax relief incentives and awards in 

recognition of historic property owners’ valuable stewardship of Bedford’s heritage.  
 A webpage to disseminate information on procedures, property classifications and 

resources, and to serve as a venue for updates and notifications.  

The following comparison table shows the dramatic reduction in the number of projects and 
properties requiring HBPC review and significant streamlining of the process for projects that 
remain subject to review. 
 

CURRENT SCOPE & PROCEDURES PROPOSED SCOPE & PROCEDURES 

Properties requiring HBPC permit:             807* 
 The law requires that all permit 

applications affecting any Historic Building 
be referred to the HBPC for permit 
approval 

Properties requiring administrative permit:   0 

 

Properties requiring HBPC permit (Tier 1):                         258 
 As-of-right projects are defined and will require no 

application or review for permit 
 Substantial alteration or demolition will be subject to 

HBPC review for permit 

Properties requiring administrative permit (Tier 2):       349 
 Only demolition will require a permit; review and 

approval will be by Town Planner (no HBPC review) 

Demolition, as defined, requires significant 
interpretation 

Demolition is defined in measurable, quantifiable language, 
aligned with lay understanding 

Properties eligible for fee/tax incentives:        0  Properties eligible for fee reductions/tax incentives: 
Tier 1 properties:                                                              258 
Tier 2 properties:                                                              349 ** 
Unclassified Historic Buildings:                                    269 ** 

*      Includes all known 19th century buildings, as required by the current law 
**    Eligible for incentives upon voluntary adherence to HBPC recommendations, following voluntary application 

and review by the HBPC  


