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Bedford: A rich history



Objectives

Overhaul existing ordinance to minimize burden 
on homeowners:

• Significantly reduce number of historic properties 
subject to Historic Building Preservation 
Commission review

• Simplify and clarify review procedures
• Offer financial incentives for owners of historic 

properties



Most municipalities in 
Westchester County have historic 
preservation ordinances:

• Bedford
• Greenburgh
• Lewisboro
• Mamaroneck 
• New Castle
• New Rochelle
• North Castle
• North Salem
• Ossining
• Peekskill
• Pound Ridge 
• Rye
• Scarsdale
• Somers
• Tarrytown
• White Plains
• Yonkers
• Yorktown



In 2003 the Town of Bedford enacted a Historic 
Building Preservation Law to protect historic 
structures outside the Bedford Village and 
Katonah Historic Districts.



Historic Buildings are defined in the 2003 law as 
meeting one or more of these criteria: 
• Built before the year 1900
• Listed on the National Register of Historic Places
• Constructed after the year 1900 and included on 

the Survey of Historic Buildings prepared by the 
Town



Feedback from property owners has led the 
Historic Building Preservation Commission to 
propose making significant changes to the 
existing law that would:

• Eliminate commission review for the majority 
of Historic Properties on the Survey

• Simplify and clarify procedures for properties 
subject to Commission review



The Town engaged 
independent consultants 
to prepare a Survey of 
Historic Buildings. 



Tier 1

Commission Review
258 Individually Significant 
Properties

Tier 2

No Commission 
review
Demolition only
349 Properties



Review for demolition or substantial alteration
• Criteria include:

– Pre-1900 and substantially intact 
– Listed on National Register
– Exemplifying or possessing special character, or 

representative of significant aspects of local history

Tier 1: Individually Significant



No historic review or approval needed for most activity on Tier 1 
properties, including:
• Paint color
• Work on interiors or landscapes
• Window sash replacement
• Roofing materials
• Repairs in kind
• Some minor additions
• Changes to structures or additions built within the past 75 years 



Demolition only—No Commission review
• Of historic or architectural importance, but of lesser 

significance or less intact than Individually Significant 
properties. Includes properties contributing to the 
historic and visual character of Bedford by virtue of 
location on a historic road or in an historic 
neighborhood

• Will not be subject to Commission review
• Will require Town Planner approval for demolition

Tier 2



Can a classification be changed?
If you believe your property has been misclassified, please 
submit a Historic Resource Review Request (available on 
the Town’s website), providing us with any relevant 
information about the property’s history, including 
alterations. A site visit is generally necessary to consider a 
change in classification. 



Financial Incentives

In recognition of the valuable contribution owners 
of historic properties make to the community 
through their stewardship, the Commission 
recommends financial incentives for certain work 
on historic properties: 

• Reductions in building permit fees
• Participation in a 10 year tax abatement program 



We all benefit from the preservation
of Bedford’s historic resources
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