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                                                                 PROPOSED LEAF BLOWER LAW 

                                                      FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQS) 

 

Q. I am worried by the single-blower rule in the proposed law. I live on a four-acre 

property, and in the fall my landscaper uses multiple blowers to deal with a large volume 

of fallen leaves.  
A. The single-blower rule would not apply to you.  It only applies to properties in Hamlet 
Zones. There is no restriction on number of leaf blowers that can be simultaneously in use 
outside of the Hamlet Zones. You are encouraged, however, to consider discussing such 
use with your landscaper other ways to handle leaf cleanup. One or two leaf cleanups in the 
fall may be sufficient, rather than weekly leaf blowing. On most lawn areas a mower may 
be used to chop leaves, leaving the nutrient-rich mulch to decompose and feed the lawn.   
 
Q. I am considering buying a leaf blower to use on my small property in the hamlet, but am 

concerned about restrictions. 
 A. If you buy an electric battery powered blower, there is no restriction on its use year-
round, other than times of day and Sunday use. Since you appear to live in one of the 
Hamlet Zones, you would not be permitted to use a gas-powered blower in the off season,
May 15 to September 15. A reasonably priced electric blower has sufficient power, measured
by cubic-feet-per-minute of air moved, for a small property, and it will have less noise 
and air pollution impact on neighbors.   

Q. What are the penalties for violating the law? 
A. A main intent of the law is to reduce the noise and pollution from gas-powered leaf 
blowers. Commercial landscapers are required to comply with NYS and County rules and 
hold current licenses, and maintain proper vehicle and equipment decals.  A violation is 
subject to a fine not exceeding $250. Each day of violation counts as a separate offense.  
 
Q. What should I do if leaf-blowing is taking place on a neighbor’s property at 7 at night? 
A. You may consider contacting your neighbor and politely remind them that the Town law 
forbids work at such an hour. If the neighbor repeatedly fails to comply, call the Bedford 
Police Department as soon as the activity starts. 
 
Q. How does the proposed law take into account the urgent need for leaf-blowing 

machinery to clean up after major storms?  

A. In case of major storms and other emergencies, as determined by the Town Supervisor, 
the Supervisor may suspend limitations on days and times of use for the purpose of 
cleaning up for a period not to exceed seven days after the end of the event.   
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Q. Regarding hours of holiday use, which holidays would be affected?  

A. New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King Day, Presidents Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day,
Labor Day, Columbus Day, Yom Kuppur, Election Day, Veterans’ Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas.  
 

QUICK SUMMARY TABLE 

 
EFFECTIVE AUGUST 15, 2018: 

 

  Hours Permitted for Leaf Season 

(September 16 through May 14) 

Hours Permitted for Off-Season  (May 15 

through September 15) 

Weekdays 8:00 AM through 6:00 PM                                                       Weekdays, 9:00 AM through 5:00 PM                                  
Saturdays and Holidays: 10:00 AM through 
4:00 PM (no Sundays) 

Saturdays and Holidays: 10:00 AM through 
4:00 PM (no Sundays)   

  
SPECIAL RULES FOR HAMLET ZONES 

Year round: one leaf blower at a time and no push-behind blowers 

Off-season (effective 2019): no gas blowers 
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